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The Witherbee Neighborhood Association includes the area bounded by 33rd to 56th and Randolph to “O” Streets

End of Summer Pool Party on Sunday, August 3rd

Woods Pool, 6:30 — 8 pm ¢ Sponsored by Redeemer Lutheran Church and WNA
by Rod Lane

As the summer season comes to a close, we find it to
be an ideal time to gather at our community pool, Wood’s
Pool. Please grab a towel and your trunks for one last
splash, or head to the spray park for a refreshing spray!

What's Happening?

We are excitedly anticipating a day of exceptional
pool weather, where the laughter and joy of children and
families will fill the air as they create unforgettable memo-
ries together. Whether you enjoy swimming or prefer to
relax poolside, we wholeheartedly invite you to join us for
engaging conversations.

Members of the Witherbee Board and Redeemer’s Out-
reach Board will be on hand to connect with residents and
listen to your thoughts. After the celebration, well delight
everyone with refreshing popsicles and delicious ice cream
treats.

We are also thrilled to announce that we anticipate the
presence of Lincoln Fire and Rescue, along with our valued
friends from the Lincoln Police Department, making this
event even more special. Don’t miss out on the fun and

community spirit! A Witherbee Walking Tour
Community Events are Great! with Ed Zimmer

Community events go beyond simple gatherings; they
are vital moments that connect and strengthen the Wither- Sunday, September 28th at 2 pm

bee neighborhood experience. These lively occasions allow Ed Zimmer, retired Lincoln Historical Preservation
residents to engage, share stories, and build trust, weaving Planner will lead us on a tour of the western portion of the
together the relationships that enrich their community Witherbee neighborhood (33rd - 40th Streets) on Sunday,
spirit. We look forward to meeting you next month! September 28th. Ed will point out architectural landmarks,
This event is co-sponsored by Redeemer Lutheran some of the unique land use development patterns, and
Church and Witherbee Neighborhood Association. share information about some of the prominent early resi-

dents. If you haven't attended one of Ed’s walking tours and
... you have an interest in history, you will not want to miss
More WNA activities this!
The walk will begin at 2 pm and last about 1 to 1 %

featured on P age 3 hours. Plan to meet on the north side of the Redeemer
Church parking lot.
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Witherbee
Neighborhood Association

Boundaries:
33rd to 56th and ‘O’ to Randolph

Meetings:
Fourth Thursday of the month, 7pm
Redeemer Lutheran Church

www.facebook.com/witherbeena

www.WitherbeeNA.org

PO Box 5431
Lincoln, NE 68505
402-413-0156

WNA Board:

Mike Kreikemeier, President
402-802-7865
mbkreikemeier@gmail.com

Julie Flodman, Vice President
402-805-9902
jsiffring@yahoo.com

Janice Swanson, Secretary
402-417-5999
janice.swanson7@gmail.com
Mary Schwab, Treasurer

402-440-4131
maryschwab3510@gmail.com

James (Jim) Brewer
402-800-8768
jabrewer46@gmail.com

James Burton
531-210-9099
jamesdavidburton01@gmail.com

Mike Fitzgerald
402-416-1475
sevenfranch@windstream.net

Fred Freytag
402-480-8655
fred@witherbeena.org

Margaret Indriksons
402-217-4882
mindriks@aol.com

Rod Lane
402-499-0807
dcerod@redeemerlincoln.org

Terri Marti
402-430-5582
martiterri@gmail.com

Trevor Phillips
trevo266@hotmail.com

Bruce Sandhorst

bsandhorst@gmail.com

Newsletter:
April Stevenson
aprilannstevenson@gmail.com

Kathy Holland
rh30222@windstream.net
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President’s Message

Mike Kreikemeier

The Witherbee Neighborhood Association Spring
Membership drive was a big success. If you are a new
WNA member, Welcome. Thanks for joining. Thanks
also to all of our renewing members. Working together
we keep improving the neighborhood.

Thank you to the membership committee, Ju-
lie Flodman, Kathy Holland, Mike Kreikemeier and
Mary Schwab for putting in the work and trying new
things. As you might have noticed WNA did not send
out membership forms using direct USPS mail. The
committee came up with several new ideas to increase
membership. We inserted membership forms in the Winter Buzz. All household
annual memberships were only $15. Many board members talked to neighbors
directly to make sure everyone knew about the importance of membership.

We planted yard signs throughout the neighborhood to spread the word. We
also made it easier to use PayPal and Venmo. All of the changes cost less than
a direct mail campaign and we increased our membership! We have over 120
household memberships so far this year. I would like to say thanks to the com-
mittee and all of our new and renewing members.

Members made our Spring Neighborhood cleanup a success again this year.
The cleanup is a popular annual WNA event providing a convenient, low cost,
safe way to dispose or recycle hard to get rid of items around your home.

The Neighborhood Garage Sale weekend in June was a busy time with
friends and neighbors searching for a special bargain. I am happy to report that
my son, Alec had a very successful Lego garage sale. I'm sure those Lego sets
look better in your house than in my basement. Thanks to the WNA Garage
Sale committee - Mary Schwab & Cheryl Weslowski.

Next up is the annual Pool Party and Ice Cream Social on August 3rd. Get
all the details on the front page article.

As you can see, summer is a busy time for everyone, including WNA mem-
bers. All it takes to get involved and make your neighborhood a great place to
be is raising your hand, sending an email or making a phone call to volunteer.

WNA Calendar of Events

July24  Witherbee Monthly Meeting, 7 pm, Redeemer Church
August 3 Annual Pool Party, 6-8:00 pm (see article on pg. 1)

August 21 James Michael Bowers Northeast Citizens Meeting, 5:30-

6:30 pm at Anderson Branch Library
August 28 Witherbee Monthly Meeting, 7 pm, Redeemer Church
Sept. 18  James Michael Bowers Northeast Citizens Meeting, 5:30-

6:30 pm at Anderson Branch Library

Sept. 25  Witherbee Monthly Meeting, 7 pm, Redeemer Church

Sept. 28 Witherbee Walking Tour with Ed Zimmer, meet at
Redeemer Church, 2pm (see article on pg. 1)

Oct.12  Tour of Genealogy Library for Witherbee, 2 pm (pg. 1
article)

Oct. 16 ~ James Michael Bowers Northeast Citizens Meeting, 5:30-
6:30 pm at Anderson Branch Library
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Tree-mendous opportunity to
be a Tree Hugger in Witherbee

by Mary Schwab

Members of the Witherbee Neighborhood Associa-
tion enjoyed the Tree Walk on May 31 with Pete Smith,
retired Arborist from the Arbor Day Foundation and
Lincoln Community Forestry Advisory Board member. As
we walked around the double block starting and ending at
Redeemer Church, we identified the many types of trees in
this area and observed their structure and overall health.
This was extremely educational, but ominous regarding
the health of trees and the need for planting more trees in
Lincoln.

Lincoln’s urban forest has been decimated by age, the
diseases of Dutch Elm and Emerald Ash Borer, and lack
of proper care. Overall, tree coverage in Witherbee has
dropped from around 37% to 30% in just 6 years.

Trees for Nebraska Towns, a grant program through
the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, would provide free,
high quality street trees for our neighborhood. Members
of WNA are reaching out to those who attended the tree
walk and to others to determine if there is enough interest
to bring this program to the Witherbee neighborhood. This
core group of volunteers would help determine where
replacement of trees is most needed, assist in planting
and follow-up care of newly planted trees (along with
the home-owner). Guided by arborist Pete Smith the
program would also include community outreach and
education of the importance of maintaining/improving
our city forest.

If you are passionate about re-treeing Nebraska,
please call our WNA phone number at 402-413-0156
and leave a message or email us at witherbeena@gmail.
com. Mary Schwab or Kathy Holland will get back to
you to provide more information about this program.
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Finding Your Roots at LLCGS

by Mike Kreikemeier

Sunday, October 12th at 2 pm

There is a special WNA Genealogy Workshop at 2 pm
on Sunday, October 12th at the Lincoln-Lancaster County
Genealogical Society (LLCGS), 2900 ‘O” Street. The
workshop will be given by Becky Martin a resident of the
Woods Park Neighborhood Association. Becky is the VP
of Programs at the Genealogical Library and has presented
this popular workshop to other groups. There is no cost for
the workshop. You can become a member of LLCGS and
support their mission of providing education and resources
in genealogy and family history.

The workshop includes an introduction to the library
collection of over 8,500 books and magazines. This is a
great opportunity to learn how to research your family his-
tory and tell your story. More information about LLCGS is
at https://llcgs.info

Lincoln ‘Pharmacy

Your Friendly Community Pharmacy!
3300 A Street
Open M-F: 8:30am-6pm / Sat: 10am-4pm
Easy prescription transfer .... Just Call!

402-817-7978

« Free Delivery « Full Service
« Personalized Care
«All Major Insurances » Medicare/Medicaid

markel

Your friendly and convenient neighborhood

On the corner of 33rd and “A”
402-477-3633 e gstreetmarket.strikingly.com
Find us on Instagram and Facebook(©) K}

CALL FOR FREE DELIVERY

www.facebook.com/WitherbeeNA
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Randolph Elementary 100-year
Anniversary Open House Oct. 5th

Randolph Elementary will celebrate their 100th an-
niversary in their current building on October 5, 2025,
from 2-4 pm. Plans include vintage cars on display in the
parking lot, vintage clothing and memorabilia around
the building, refreshments in the gym, vintage hats in the
library and HOPEFULLY the opening of a 50 year old time
capsule. Apparently there is one buried and they are in the
process of trying to locate it. All classrooms will be open
for self-guided tours.

According to Vicki Fasnacht, Executive Secretary at
Randolph School, “As we prepare to celebrate 100 years,
we have been working hard for about the last 6 months to
raise money to improve the playground. Our PTA, with the
generosity of many donors, did raise nearly $10,000 from
Give to Lincoln Day”

As a school they are continu-
ing that effort with a Fund-a-need
from the Lincoln Public Schools
Foundation. They hope to purchase
more interactive and inclusive play-
ground pieces for their students and
the community. Use the QR code or
link befow to make a donation. You
may also mail to: LPS Foundation,
5905 O St. (68510). Please reference
Randolph Playground.
https://foundationgive.com/campaigns/6704/randolph-
elementary-playground

WNA Eagle Scout Helps Park Bloom

The month of April brought
spring blooms to Witherbee Park. In
fact, 3,500 flowers, as a result of the
work of dedicated Witherbee volun-
teers last November.

David Swanson, a Witherbee
resident, helped plan and plant these
bulbs as his Eagle Scout project. In
the photo above, David receives his
Eagle Scout award on May 22nd.
Congratulations and thanks to Da-
vid for his help in initiating and completing this project!

510 South 33rd Street,
www.redeemerlincoln.org

Community Movie Nights
Fridays, July 25 & Aug. 8

Rally Day - August 24

Redeemer Lutheran Church
A

More info on FaceBook page

WA'sk us about

No minimum balance

No monthly service charge

FREE Debit Card

FREE" Online Banking with Account Alerts

FREE thank you gift

Up to $10 BUY BACK of your old checks and/or debit card
...and MORE!

Visit us online at westgate.bank for details on our
Completely FREE Personal and Business Checking.

A Your cell phone provider may charge additional fees for web access or text messaging.

#/ WEST GATE BANK.

Our interest is you

Member @
FDICE

EEEEEE

westgate.bank | 402.434.3456
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Playground to be Renovated at
Stuhr Park

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department (LPRD)
has announced upcoming playground renovations in seven
parks across the city, thanks to a Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF) Grant. The parks slated for updates
consists of Belmont, Filbert, Henry, Herbert, Nevin, Peach,
and our Stuhr Park!

What’s Coming—

New, Modern Playgrounds — Outdated equipment and
safety surfacing will be removed, making way for brand-
new, engaging play structures.

Improved Safety & Accessibility — All playgrounds will
feature resilient rubber tile surfacing, ensuring a safe and
inclusive play environment.

Sustainable Design — With the exception of Herbert
Park, all new playgrounds will be rebuilt in their original
locations to preserve green space and trees to the extent
possible.

This project represents a $1.2 million investment,
with $600,000 provided by a LWCF grant and a match-
ing $600,000 from LPRD’s Capital Improvement Program
(CIP) and private donations secured by the Lincoln Parks
Foundation. Lincoln Parks and Recreation staff will handle
removal work, while a contractor will complete grading
and installation of concrete, resilient surfacing, and play
equipment.

Construction is anticipated to begin in Summer of
2025 with survey crews and park staft preparing the sites
ahead of the construction season.

say

hello

to more than money

W

——CREBIT UN|BH—

MambersDwn Clkong | 402.436.5355 | 1331 5 33rd Strawt
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Fitlot regulars: Roberta, Tim, Gary, April, Kate with Jessie

FitLot Classes Resume in September at
Woods Park

Tuesdays - 10:30-11:30am
Wednesdays - 10:30-11:30am
Fridays — 9-10am.

Jessie Krikac leads the informative, easy-to-follow
FREE classes, courtesy of Lincoln Parks and Recreation, at
the AARP Fitlot in Woods Park.

For more info, or finding out if a class is happening
due to weather, email Jessie at: janielsen00@hotmail.com

yl/eo.

EMPLOYEE OWNED

Full service floral
Pharmacy
Chinese
[talian
Bakery
produce
kifchen & delicatessen

full service meat and seafood

50100’ - 402-483-7707
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May Yard of the Month

Mary Schwab has lived in
The Withherbee Neighborhood has
been home for Mary Schwab for
more than 55 years, with the past
49 of those at her home at 3510
Woods Avenue.

Mary has a special fondness
for trees, as her late-husband once
served as the City Forester for
Lincoln. He planted a large diverse
urban forest in their yard through-
out the years. Despite the fact she’s
lost nearly a dozen trees over time,
Mary currently still has 21 trees
on her property. And she continues
to add to the landscape, having
planted three trees in just the past couple of years alone.

It’s not surprising that her favorite part of her yard is
the mature trees and the shade they provide. She especially
loves the scent of the Sugartime crabapple and the Japa-
nese Lilac tree, along with the colors during the change in
seasons and the lovely blooms in the spring.

Having lived in the neighborhood for more than 55
years, it goes without saying that Mary has a fondness for
the area. She talks about the friendliness of the neighbors,

the community support through Witherbee
Neighborhood Association, and the engagement
in city issues. If you know Mary, then you know
these are strong beliefs for her.

Mary believes that Lincoln’s urban forest
has and continues to decline, “Each of us must
contribute time and attention to re-planting trees
in our neighborhood”

Mary owned and operated 42nd O’Hair
Salon for 36 years. Her successful cosmetol-
ogy business which
also worked with hair
replacements options
for cancer patients.
She is also the proud
mom of three grown
children: Andy, Shannon and
Beth. Add in her five grand-
children, and Mary stays very
busy with family.

Stop by and visit Mary
about her yard and her
trees. She will be happy to share
her knowledge with you.

Thank you to the fo[fowing
individuals & businesses who su port
the activities qf the Witﬁerb/ei
ﬂ\feig%orﬁoocf Association with their
syonsorsﬁ{p donations.

Rick Bagby
Karen Dress
FM Lawn Care, Fred Freytag

327-0705

Hours:
M.-F. 8-6
Sat. 8-12

Jeff Jacobson, DVM

4145 “QO” Street

Visit our website for useful information about your family pet. We Care.
WWW.] acobsonvet.com

VETERINARY cumiC, P.C.
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A PLACE LIKE NO OTHER
INTHE HEART OF WITHEREBEE

Experience
S“age Living

TOUR TODAY
402.484.9981

Where Older Adults’
& College of Health

Sciences Students
call HOME! *55+

Tabitha.org/LiveAtSage

sage

LIVING

by N

An Eventide Affiliate
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June Yard of the Month

For nearly 46 years, Roberta and
Bruce Sandhorst have call 3320 N
St. home, and over that time, their
garden has transformed through the
years with several different projects.
However, the green-thumb passion
goes back to Roberta’s parents who
introduced their love of gardening to
her growing up.

“We had a large, shaded yard and
my father was the one who intro-
duced me to shade gardening and
his love of hostas,” Roberta said. “I
now have over 140 variety of hostas
tucked into my small yard”

Over the years, there’s been many
gardening/yard endeavors Bruce has
worked on according to Roberta. He’s
installed a brick patio, built a potting
shed and bench, laid a stone pathway
and those are a few of the numerous
projects which made the garden into
a wonderful, complete space.

Roberta’s favorite part of the garden lies on the east
side of the house. What was once an overgrown patch of
weeds, now features a beautiful mix of hostas and other

Summer 2025

shade plants. Not to mention a
wonderfully cultivated, climb-
ing rose covered arbor that
greats you at the entrance.

Both Roberta and Bruce
are retired from UNL, and
while that might have afforded
them more free time to work
in their yard, their three grown
daughters and five grandchil-
dren also keep them busy as
well. And don’t expect their
cute house and yard to be hit-
ting the market anytime soon
as they’re exactly where they
want to be in Lincoln.

“We love our neighbor-
hood,” Roberta said. “We
love the tree-lined streets, the
beautiful older homes, and the
friendly people”

Discover the Credit Union Difference
Member Ownership
Great Loan Rates
Free Services or Low Fees
Personal Service

New Members - Get a new loan for $10,000 or more
within the first 90 days of opening your account with us
and receive $250 cash! Already a member? Refer your
co-workers and family members. If they open an
account and close a $10,000 or more loan in the first 90
days and give us your name you will receive $100 cash!
(Offers ends December 31, 2025.)

SPIRIT OF
AMERICA 4 )y “lnconne

FEDERAL CREDIUT LIMICHS 402.467.1102

Spiritofamericafcu.org

Proudly serving Military, Federal.
Postal enployees and their fanilies.

=)
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2025 WNA Garage Sales a Witherbee Neighborhood Success!

by Mary Schwab

Seventeen garage sale sites were busy on June 5-8 sell-
ing one-of-a-kind treasures.

Participation in WNA Garage Sales this year was FREE
with a $15.00 membership in WitherbeeNA. This invest-
ment provided funds for advertising. Dozens of signs were
posted in the neighborhood and dozens of posters were
provided to local businesses. A week-long ad in the Lin-
coln Journal Star brought shoppers from all over Lincoln.
A map of all sales was posted on the Witherbee facebook
page.

Your neighborhood needs YOU to continue With-
erbee neighborhood events like our annual garage sales.
Please consider that your WNA membership and a couple
of hours’ time each year from each person who reads the
BUZZ will keep your neighborhood events alive, and will
bring you great friends.

Thanks to the Clean-up Crew!
by Mike Kreikemeier

we had a dumpster that disposed of bricks, old mattresses,
etc. taken to the landfill.
We couldn’t put on a successful cleanup without sup-
port from our sponsors. Thanks to Mid Town Hy-Vee
for donating coftee, orange juice and donuts. Thank you
to Complete Auto Care for recycling all of the tires. A
big thank you to the people that run the Keep Lincoln &
Lancaster County grant program that covers the cost of the
roll-offs, hauling and disposal fees. Thanks to Niederhaus
Refuse for providing the roll-offs and hauling services.
And a special Thank You to the WNA Cleanup com-
mittee: Mike Kreikemeier, Bryan Hurst, Trevor Phillips,
Dan Wesolowski and Rick Flodman.

Three cheers for another successful Witherbee Neigh-
borhood Cleanup! The annual event was on Saturday
morning, May 3rd. The pleasant Spring weatherwas a
bonus. Over 17 neighborhood volunteers pitched in to
clean. Several people collected litter from the major streets
and rights of way. Picking up litter is a good workout for
Saturday morning. Thanks to everyone that helped cleanup
the streets, sidewalks and neighborhood parks.

This year we collected over 1900 Ibs of scrap metal
that was recycled by Alter Metal. We delivered 44 tires to
Complete Auto Care at 66th & P Street for recycling. Sev-
eral doors, windows and tools were donated to Habitat For
Humanity Restore. We dropped off 14 bikes and assorted
bike accessories to the Lincoln Bike Kitchen. And of course
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